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boundaries, for they were changing with each year.
Scindia was by far the most powerful of the three princes,
and his authority extended right up to Delhi and over
the Doab or country between the Ganges and the Jumna.
He was the custodian of the blind Emperor Shah Allam,
and in his name he exercised imperial power, whilst the
Emperor himself was kept in a state of miserable in-
digence. *

Scindia thus exercised a predominant influence over
the enormous tract of country stretching from the Tapti
up to the Sutlej, bounded on the west by the Sikh King-
dom of the Punjab and on the east by the Kingdom of
Oudh, which still* intervened as a buffer separating him
from the English possessions in Bengal. The whole
comprised, besides what is known as Hindustan, the
whole of Central India and Rajpootana, including, it is

* The following letter written by a friend of Scindia,  General de Boigne,
conveys about the best description of the miserable state of the descendant of
the great House of Timur.    It is quoted by Herbert Compton (Military Adven-
turers of Hindustan, page 83) :  " Scindia sets Shah Nizam-ud-Din   (known as
the/Cowrie Father' from having been a Fakeer), over the Badshah, as the
greatest scoundrel they could find.    He does not give a farthing of money to the
Badshah, or any of his people, affecting to console the poor old king that it is
all the better for him, as no temptation can remain for another Goolam Kadir-
to seize upon him for the sake of plunder.   Regularly every day he furnishes the
old king with 2 seers (4lb.) of polao and eight seers of meat for himself to get
cooked as he likes.    This, with two loaves of bread, about the length each of a
cubit, to suffice for breakfast, dinner, and supper, and he may get masala (spices
and condiments) where he can.    This, however, though it is to serve five persons,
and the poor servants who can pick at it a bit afterwards, is living in clover in
comparison with the rest of the royal household.   They, poor creatures, without
distinction, princes and princesses, nay queens, and old eunuchs and female slaves,
have exactly delivered out to them to bake into cakes two seers a day of barley
flour for every three of them, which they are to bake for themselves, and are
thus afforded two-thirds of a seer of food" a day.    For liquors, from the king to
the turnspit, they have nothing but water.    The king's quincuncial party at dinner
every day is made up of himself and his doctor, Ms son and heir, and  a little
favourite daughter, and the mighty boon of being one at this fine extra fare is
fairly allotted to his 200 Begums one after another in turn ;  so that of the poor
queens each has a prospect of what to them, after their miserable fare, must be
a high treat indeed, a dinner and a half a year !    I asked if the old gentleman
would not wish to regale himself with beef now and then ?   Yes, he longs for it,
but where is he to get it ?   The servants often apply in  great misery to the
unfeeling father (Nizam-ud-Din)   for  a little wages, when, after having been
three or four months without a farthing, he will perhaps only bestow on them
three or four annas, on another perhaps as much as eight annas.    The old Nizam
(of. Hyderabad) sent the king, six years ago, 6,000 gold mohurs.   Then every
farthing got into Cowrie Father's hands, and remained there."